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TRANG THIEM KIM
+ o JMlittle Vietnamese girl”

Letter Writer

Of Saigon
Friendof U.S. |

|
V
Girl Who Asked ;

Critical Questions
Is Identified

The “little Vietnamese girl”,
whose critical questions about’
America were published in’
The Washington Post on Feb.'
25 is an 18-year-old budding'
actress M Saigon. Sources in
the United States Embassyf
there characterize her as non-
Communist and markedly pro-
American. ;

These and other details
about the teen-ager have been|
made . available -from official
and private inquiries under-:
taken before and after pub-,
lication of her letter. She'
wrote it, she has told those
who have asked her, in a!
sincere effort to obtain ans-!
wers to questions about'
United States activities in her.

country put to her by her Viet-
namese friends. I

Popular among many Amer-
ican acquaintances in Saigon,
the girl to whom this news-
paper gave the pseudonym
“Miss Le-My” is named Trang
Thiem Kim. She is described
as one of the half-dozen most
promising starlets in Viet:
Nam's embryonic motionh pic-
ture industry.

Her riather, a retired em-
ploye of the Viet-Nam Govern-
ment, has stated that his
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Saigtn Letter Writer:

Taughter wrote tha letter with-
out outside assistance or ad-
vice. Miss Trang ‘s said to
speak fairly good English but
it was indicated she must have
used a dictionary to »>roduce
her missive,

Its assertive .one an¢ blunt
questions provoked contro-
versy in Washington when the
letter was publi.hed. Some
groups of readers, particularly
those in the Vietnamese Em-
bassy, expressed tLe belief that
it was Communist-inspired.
C .s, conceding that many
of the questions reflected
heavy doses of Communist
propaganda, took the letter to
be sincerely motivated al-
tizough obviously reflecting the
anti-American line circalated
by the Reds in Asia.

Miss Trang’s father, Trang
Van Quy, feels that his daugh-
ter “expressed herself too
strongly,” although he said he
agreed with her basic points.
There are also indicaticns that

Miss Trang herself misstated,;

thrcugh faulty English, her!
thoughts in two key ques-
tions.

Talked With American

The genesis of the letter was
a conversation earlier this
year between Miss Trang and

) Identified as Actress

The Washington Post his ori:
ion that in two of her written
questions, she phrased mat-
ters more harshly than she
had in his conversation with!
her. He attributes this to her
difficulty with the language.

® As one question, she
v ‘ote: “Do American people;
know that Ngo-Dinh-Diem [the{
Vietnamese President] is an!
American puppet as some of
the Vietnamese think?” |

Her American acquaintance
believe. she intended to say.
“Do the American people
know .that some Vietnamese
think that Ngo-Dinh-Diem isi
an American puppet?”

® In another question, Miss
Trang wrote. “Do American!
people know that 95 per cent:
Vietnamese people don't like.
them?” |

The former Washington!
man has “old this newspaper: |
“£s her question was put to!
me, it was, ‘Do the American
people know that 95 per cent
of the Vietnamese don’t like
having so many Americans in
their country?’

“] questioned her about the
95 per cent and got the im-
pression that she used that as
a general term to mean ‘the
majority’ or ‘many’.

“She is no Communist. Her
family are devout Buddhists,
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an American Government em-.and her father is a loyal Gov-
ploye passing through Saigon.lernment employe.
She flooded him with ques-| “She has a sharp mind, and
tions but declined to acceptithat is the reason she is so
his answers as sincere. The keenly aware of the politics
American, who formerly lived 'swirling around her, and not
in Washington, urged her to|because she is a Communist.
put the same questions to this| “I'm afraid it's sad but
newspaper, feeling she might|true, that throughout Asia,
then believe the answer that|and I guess throughout the
would be forthcoming. world, it’s usually the Com-
He promptly wrote The munist young people who are
Washington Post, detailing the most active and vocal about
episode, and setting down the|pojitics, and so other young
gist of Miss Trang's doubt: and people like Miss Trang are
inquiries. After a lapse ofioften suspect simply because;
some weeks, her letter arrived,/they are also interested.” i
addressed to Managing Editor] More than 225 readers acted!
Alfred Friendly. The ques-lon The Washington Post’s sug—fl
tions were in most important,gestion that they write their
respects those which the own replies to “Miss Le-My.”
Ameriean forecast she would |Only two of these are vituper-
write. ative and contend that Ameri-
Miss Trang has subsequently|can aid should be cut off in!
told American Embassy at-|view of her “ingratitude.” The'
taches in Saigon that she had'others, almost without excep-
no idea the letter would be'tion, give earnest and well-
published; there was nothing wishing explanations of Ameri-|
in her letter indicating a con-|can aims and attitudes. The
trary wish. The decision to|letters are being forwarded to;
print the communication and her.
to withhold her name tempo-| Judging from the responses,
rarily was this. newspaper’s. |interest in Miss Trang’s letter
Miss Trang's American ac-\was particularly high among
quaintance, who has askedischool children, college stu-
that his identity not be dis-|dents, housewives and foreign
closed, sithsequently wrotelvisitors and students.
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